CHAPTER XXXVI.
When I left for England in August. 1831, Mr. Calhoun had just committed himself, in a long and laboured expose, to the doctrine of nullification and his political friends were striving, might and main, to work the south in general, and South Carolina in particular, into a condition sufficiently phrenzied to induce a resort to such a remedy for the redress of undoubted and in my judgment flagrant grievances. When I returned in July, 1832, at the close of the first session of the Congress, I found a bill for the relief of those grievances under discussion and on the point of being decided. They had succeeded by active and persevering agitation in creating great excitement in South Carolina on the subject, and they had, as it seemed to me, more from policy than from any expectation of redress, deferred the commission of overt acts until another session of Congress should have intervened. Gen. Jackson expressed a wish that I would do what I could with my friends in Congress to promote a satisfactory adjustment of the matter, and I entered upon this pleasing duty with a hearty good will. But the prospects of success were far from flattering. The subjects of the Tariff for the South and of the Bank Veto, momentarily expected, for the North and East, were the most important resources on which the opposition relied to win the great game they were playing for the government. If the question of the Tariff could be" satisfactorily disposed of, General Jackson, in addition to being greatly strengthened in all the southern states, might reasonably count on carrying his native state—South Carolina. Without such a result, that, at least, was certainly lost to him, whether it fell to Mr. Clay, or not. When so much depended upon the passage at the last session of Congress before the Presidential election, the policy of the opposition would be certain to defeat it. °The South Carolina gentlemen had, besides, been carrying proceedings with so high a hand and were so much flushed by the degree of success already attained that they could not, as they thought, afford to be satisfied by anything short of a measure which should carry upon its front the stamp of triumph. They were therefore in a condition which required that the great
° MS. v, p. 85.
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